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Benjamin Tallmadge District 
District Chairman Ralph Weidler – (631) 473-2380;

Email: rweidler@optonline.net
District Commissioner Bill Strong – (631) 265-5009;

Email: wrstrong1@aol.com
Senior District Executive James Grimaldi – (631) 924-7000 x21;

Email: jgrimald@bsamail.org

Spring Camporee
 The Benjamin Tallmadge Spring Camporee was held April 11, 12 and 13 at 
Cathedral Pines.  In spite of some spotty, noisy and at times brightly lit weather, the 
troops persevered and a really good time was had by the troops in attendance. 
The theme was physical fitness.  The stations were challenging and fun. 
 Congratulations to Troop 204, Best Overall Troop and to Troop 70, Best 
Campsite. 
An interesting cooking contest was held in which all troops participated.  It was mod-
eled after the show Iron Chef, where contestants are given ingredients and expected 
to make an edible meal. The ingredients our Scouts were given were Spam, corn, 
red potatoes, corn meal and chocolate pudding.  Scouts were permitted to season as 
they saw fit.  The contest was judged by our District Commissioner, Bill Strong, who 
tried each dish with assistance from Al Westrich.  They are both doing well and are 
expected to survive. 
On a serious note, the meals were imaginative and surprisingly tasty. 
 The OA Call-out was held out in the field and 42 Scouts from Benjamin Tallmadge 
District were called out. We look forward to seeing all of them at the induction week-
ends in May, June and September. 
 If you want to help on the next camporee, contact Kathy Westrich, district program 
chair or Jerry Cordiale and they will be more than happy to give you a meaningful and 
fun job.  We could really use the help, so instead of sitting in the campsite drinking 
bad coffee, help man a station, provide information, score events, run a Scouts Own 
or supervise some Scouts in their duties. 
 Thanks to Cathy Slee, George Krause, Kathy and Al Westrich, the troops that ran 
stations and of course, Mr. Cordiale for a great event. 

BT DISTRICT UNIFORM EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Donated items are like
gold to those that do not have.

BRING ANY UNIFORM ITEM, ACCESSORY 
TO ROUNDTABLES OR  GIVE ME A CALL FOR ITEMS TO BE 

PICKED UP. ___________________________________

GET THE WORD OUT TO ALL YOUR FAMILIES.  
YOUR SUPPORT CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 

IN THE LIFE OF A SCOUT.

THESE ITEMS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED
TO OUR LESS WELL-OFF SCOUTS.

ALL NAMES OF SCOUTS AND FAMILIES WILL 
BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.

PLEASE HAVE THEM CONTACT ME 
WITH LIST OF ITEMS AND SIZES NEEDED. 

THEIR PAYMENT WILL BE DO A GOOD TURN.

DONNA M DUNN 736-5518  DONNADUNN@AOL.COM
________________________________________________

ANY SCOUT THAT WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE COMMITTEE 
OR NEEDS A FEW SERVICE HOURS CONTACT ME.

The CommBlog. 
 Thanks to the commissioners that helped with the camporee, this is such a great 
opportunity for commissioners to do unit visitations and see their units in action.  
Thanks, guys! 
 Applications for unit commissioners are being accepted.  Please contact Bill 

Strong at wrstrong1@aol.com for an interview.  Commissioners are also needed 
to help units and unit commissioners that need help with units.  Please contact Nina 

Kelly at nkelly@bsamail.org or Bill Strong at wrstrong1@aol.com to assist. 
 Our district commissioner staff meetings are held at the Comsewogue Public 
Library in Port Jefferson Station the first Thursday of the month. 

Matinecock District
District Chairman John P. Rosenblatt – (631) 692-9780;

Email: roselaw@optonline.net
District Commissioner John A. Davis – (631) 544-9336;

Email: j4060@aol.com
Assistant Scout Executive John A. Nowak -  (631) 924-7000, ext. 13;

Email: janowak@bsamail.org

June 
5 District Commissioner Staff, Commack United Methodist Church
11 New Leader Essentials Training, Hauppauge High School
12 Leader Roundtable Meeting, John Glenn High School, Elwood
18 Tiger Den Leader Training, Hauppauge High School
19 District Committee Meeting, John Glenn High School, Elwood
 

July
 No district-wide meetings scheduled. Have a great time at camp and 

your unit summer activities!
 

August 
7 District Commissioner Staff, Commack United Methodist Church
14 Leader Roundtable Meeting & Picnic, Hoyt Farm Park, Smithtown
21 District Committee Meeting, Location TBD

District Leadership Changes
 As you can see by the masthead above, there have been some changes in the top 
leadership of Matinecock District.  
 The annual election of district committee members and officers was held on March 20th.  
District Chairman John Rosenblatt was re-elected and John Davis of King’s Park was recom-
mended for appointment as the district commissioner.  John has served as a Scoutmaster, troop 
committee member and for the past two years as a unit commissioner.
 While he has now “retired” from the Matinecock District commissioner job, Joe Bond was 
quickly snatched up by the new council commissioner, Dot Young, and will work as an assistant 
council commissioner.
 Ken Swanson, who has served for the past three and on-half years as Matinecock District’s 
executive, announced shortly before the annual meeting that he had accepted a significant promo-
tion in the BSA professional service.  Ken would be relocating to the San Francisco Bay Area 
Council to serve as a field director.
 The entire Matinecock family extend their best wishes to Joe, Ken, his wife Tina, and family 
as they set off on new Scouting trails.

Webelos Woods A “Go”!
 The Matinecock District’s highly successful Webelos Woods event will be held this fall 
the weekend ofOctober 24, 25 & 26 at Heckscher State Park.  Pack and troop committees 
should make sure to have these dates included in your program plans for this fall.

Planning – Your Essential Program Key
 Do not miss the June leader roundtable meeting.  Presentations will be made on the 
unit program year planning process, and the 2008-2009 program planning kit for your 
unit will be distributed. Making some time over the summer for your unit committee and 
leadership (including the troop’s patrol leaders council) to plan out the program year will 
ensure a successful Scouting experience for all your members.

Did You Miss A Great Party?
 A forty-five member strong contingent from Matinecock District attended the 2008 Suffolk 
County Council’s Fellowship Dinner at the Islandia Marriott Hotel.  The purpose of this annual 
event is fun and fellowship for Scouters and spouses while recognizing units and fellow Scouters 
for some significant accomplishments.
 Two Matinecock Scouters were recognized for their Veteran status.  Phyllis Stein for thirty 
years and Jeff Duncan for thirty-five years.
 A number of Matinecock units were recognized for having achieved a significant milestone 
of uninterrupted tenure:

Pack 471 (Loyal Order of Moose Lodge, Huntington) for 25 years	
Pack 42 (Kiwanis Club of Northport & East Northport) for 30 years.	
Pack 312 (Our Lady Queen of Martyrs R.C. Church, East Northport) for 45 years.	
Troop 32 (Greenlawn Beach & Swim Club) for 75 years.	

 Highlight of the evening was the presentation of the BSA’s Silver Beaver Award. This 
is the highest National Award that can be presented by a local council.
 Matthew Schieferstein, Matinecock District’s Program Chairman, was one of eight Scouters 
selected this year from throughout the Suffolk County to receive this prestigious honor.
 Barbara Rosenblatt served as the district’s representative on the council dinner committee 
and did an outstanding job in promoting the event.


